4                              SOUTH AMERICA

CCM>?,  Finely, in Xc rill-Eastern Brazil the plateau falls somewhat

cnvri/illy toward* the North Atlantic, and river valleys in the

c-:ir>e oi' the ag^s have produced the appearance^ of a grain in

its .-tnseture in that direction.   Here, also, it is possible to

puntrate a long distance inland in a general south-westerly

direction Before any distinct continental watershed is apparent,

The Patncjonian region of the east coast of South America

alfo furnishes a contrast which, however, is more apparent than

real, to the prevailing position of highland axes In the continent

with reference to the coastlines.    The Patagonian Plateau slopes

gently towards the Atlantic from Its western rim near the Andes,

and the drainage, mainly of Andean origin consequent upon

extensive infilling of the pre-Cordilleran trough, is accordingly

eastward.   The plateau formation, however, continues right to

the Atlantic, except in the Rio Negro Territory, so that a steep

Is generally necessary to gain Its surface on approaching

it           the coast.   Inland, the plateau, though exceedingly

uneven in places, is uniformly high, except where it

is intersected by the deep grooves cut east and west across it

by the few rivers which, without tributary valleys except quite

near the Andes, carry water deposited on those mountains right

it.   Were it not for thick deposits of lava and alluvial

OE the surface of the plateau towards the west, its western

towards the Andes would not stand very much, higher than

its             edge towards the Atlantic.

Relief and Drainage

The position of the main highland ridges close to, or not far

from the coasts throughout at least three-quarters of

the                 of South America, causes it, to a more striking

any other continent, to drain in the first instance

the interior.   These inward-flowing streams unite later

for the         part in three or four great waterways, through which

ultimately into the Atlantic.    Owing partly to

this                      of drainage in the interior lowland plains and

also to the heavy, and for the most part, seasonal rainfall

In them, large areas of the continent are subject to

or more or less permanent water-logged conditions.

Is this             there is a marked resemblance between South

and Ireland where, though everything is naturally on a

and the upland axes are proportionately further

the coasts, there is the same tendency towards

of             drainage into a combined waterway

a water-logged plain, just as occurs in the basins

of the                the Parani-Paraguay, and even the Orinoco.